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of his gait. But prince Uttarakumara requests Arjuna to allow
him to escape and promises to pay him money for that favour.
He says that his mother will be anxiously awaiting his arrival. He
adds that by saving the man who is afraid, the hero will get piety
(g^cT). On hearing these words Arjuna with a smile on his face

exhorts him to shed fear. He tries to arouse a feeling of bravery
in him and finally asks him to be at least the charioteer for him
so that he can defeat the Kauravas and make them eat grass along
with the cows whom they have stolen72 Then he goes to the tree
where their weapons have been kept before entering the Virdta's
court, and gives out his identity to prince Uttarakumdra. Here
Agastya says that prince Uttarakumara believes Arjuna's word
after scrutinising the hardened marks of the use of the bow-string
on both his shoulders. Wearing the armour, crown and weapons
Agastya says, Arjuna looks like God 5iva. Here a very beautiful
description ot'Arjuna's appearance, his blowing the war-conch are
also presented.

Bhisma and Drona say that the man coming to fight against
them is none else than Arjuna. Here the verbal exchange that ensues
between Kama, Drona and Bhisma about the valour of Arjuna
enhances the importance of Virarasa. Then the description of the
chariot with the flag on it, its speed, and the challenging sounds of
the conch and the surprise of even Gods highlights the virarasa of
the context. Thus almost all the vibhdvas ofVirarasa are introduced
here. The actual battle starts and one by one the other vibhdvas
of Virarasa are also depicted here. Ecstasy of Virarasa produces
surprise and here Agastya brings in the surprise experienced by
divine beings73 This further highlights Virarasa. Arjuna's valour
is said to be appreciated by even damsels here. Unable to face his
valour valiant Kama runs away, Kripdchdrya loses his charioteer,
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